www.ReeTutorsMath.org - Rules for Positives and Negatives

Addition and Subtraction

Different Signs

Same Signs

ADD the number parts

SUBTRACT the number parts

Examples
8+3=11
-8 -3=-11
Keep the sign of
-3-8=-11 ]
the bigger number
-8+ -3=-11
Examples
2x3=6
(—2) x (=3)=6
(-10)+(-2)=5
-10
5 = 5
Result is positive
-13 13
-30 30

Keep the sign of
the bigger number

Multiplication and Division

Multiply or Divide
the number parts

Different Signs

Same Signs

Result is negative
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Examples
—-8+3=-5
3—8=-5
84+ -3=5
—-3+8=5
Examples
2x(=3)=
(-2)x3 =
(—10) + ()
(10) + (=2) =
-2 2 2
-3 3




